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SUBJECT: AFGHAN VIEW OF BYROADE APPOINTMENT 

DEPFONMIN WAHID ABDULLAH TOLD CHARGE SEPTEMBER 27 THAT PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S APPOINTMENT OF AMBASSADOR HENRY BYROADE TO PAKISTAN WAS 
"BEST THING US HAD DONE IN A LONG TIME IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD." 

HE QUOTED PRESIDENT DAUD AND HIS BROTHER, MOHAMMAD NAIM AS BOTH 
EXPRESSING THEIR GREAT PERSONAL REGARD FOR BYROADE, BASED ON HIS 
TOUR AS AMBASSADOR TO AFGHANISTAN 1959-62. ABDULLAH SAID DAUD 
BELIEVES IT PARTICULARLY FORTUNATE THAT US WILL HAVE SOMEONE 
IN ISLAMABAD WHO THOROUGHLY UNDERSTAND SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF 
PAK-AFGHAN RELATIONSHIP. ABDULLAH ALSO SAID INDIAN OFFICIALS 
EXPRESSED SIMILAR PLEASURE AT BYROADE APPOINTMENT DURING 
NAIM’S RECENT VISIT TO NEW DELHI. 
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